This is your chairman speaking
to you. ...

First I will thank God for
allowing me to work for the
rights of all poor peoples, re-
gardless of race, creed or color.
I am not concerned about color,
but I am concerned about
peoples and their everyday prob-
lems. Especially poor peoples
who get hurt the most. We get
hurt sometime by our own black
sisters and brothers who have the
power to help us our of our
struggle. But they are not con-
cerned enough to sacrifice what
they have to help us fight the
systen{ under which we must live.

If vou are a welfare recipient,
and if you are just plain poor,
you know there is a struggle go-
ing on. We are in that struggle
trying to survive. Poor people
are under attack as never before.
Our struggle over the past five
years is for adequate income,
fair treatment, decent housing to
live in, and equality of opportunity
for everyone.

Therefore we must come togeth-
er. We must think together, teach

one another, decide together, act
together, and demand out rights to
a decent life from birth to death.
Only the strong survive. Join us
in this struggle. Let your voices.
be heard.

Yours in the struggle,
Mrs. Ethel M, Mathews
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DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES SELECTED

Mazrch 11th, 1972 will mark an
important day in history for
Georgia voters. Ior the first
time, VOTERS will be able to
choose the people from Georgia
who will select the Democratic
presidential candidate for 1972.

How is this different? In
the past, the Governor has sel-
ected these people. Now, you,
the voter, can select them.

How can YOU take part?

First, you must be over 18
years old.

Second, you cannot support in
public any candidate other than
the Democratic presidential
candidate.

Third, you must come to a
meeting on Saturday, Marchll,
1972, at11:00 a.m. At this meet-
ing, YOU, the voter, will choose
the people you want to go to the
Democratic National Convention.

COME AND MAKE

Where will these meetings be ?
For Voting District #4, which
includes most of DeKalb County,
the meeting will be at:

DeKzalb College School of

Nursing

555 Indian Creek Dr.

Clarkston, Ga.

For District #5, which includes
most of Fulton County, the
meeting will be at:

O'Keefe High School

151 Sixth St., NW

Atlanta, Ga.

For District #6, the meeting

will be at: :
Coweta County Courthouse
Newnan, Ga.

If you want to find out which
voting district you are in, call
572-2581. If you have any other
questions, call the Poverty
Rights Office at 523-2856.

YOUR VOTE COUNT!!



DOES YOUR LEGISLATOR WORK FOR YOU?

If your legislator doing a good
job? Does he represent you? If
you are on welfare, he p;bably
doesn't.

write him., Ask him why he would
not bring our welfare reforms to
the legislature. Get other people
to do this, teco. REMEMBER:
Legislators from places like Vine
City, Cabbagetown, Pittsburg, and
asked many legislators for help. Summerhill were NOT elected by
We asked them to request wel- rich people. They were elected by
fare reforms from the Georgia YOU! They should remember that.

legislature. But no legislator You should make them remember.
would do it. Your representa-

tives don't think they have to
represent you. They think you
don't know what they do.

The Welfare Coalition has

We will tell yvou how to find out
who your legislator is. Call us
at 523-2856,

You can make your legislator

represent you. You are the only
cne who can do it. Call him or

SOCIAL SECURITY IS YOUR PROTECTION

Do you do day work? Are you you. Write down how long you have

a yard man? Or a maid? worked for them. Then, if you
quit working for them, you can-
report them to Social Security.
The Social Security people may be

able to get the back pay from them.

People who work in private
homes are entitled to Social Sec-
urity. If your employer isn't
paying Social Security, he is.
breaking the law. If he won't do
it, you can report him. He will
have to pay a fine.

Remember: Social Security is
your protection against old age and
disability. If you die, it is your
children's protection.

Maybe you are afraid you will
be fired if you ask for Social Sec- Any questions ? Call us at

523-2856. We will try to help.

urity. If you're afraid, keep a
record of who you work for.
Write down how much they pay

SUPPLEMENTAL SURPLUS FOOD PROGRAM

Are you pregnant? Do you have
children under six?

You can pick up the supple-
mental surplus foeod at the reg-
ular surplus food warehouse.
But you must be certified by a
Public Health or Grady nurse.
Your welifare worker cannot
certify you for this special sur-
plus food program. -

If the answer to either of these
questions is "yes, " you may be
eligible for a supplemental surplus
food program. You do NOT have to
be on welfare to qualify for the .
program.

Remember: YOU are en-
titled to this food. Take advan-
tage of it, Go to your public

For a baby under one year old,
you could get 30 to 40 extra cans
of evaporated milk. For older health center and ask about the
chilren and yourself, you could get program. Or call them on the
extra dry milk, corn syrup, farina phone.
cereal, and canned meats, vege-
tables and jwuwices. ' Call us at 523-2856 to find
our where the Public Health
Here is how to get supplemental Center nearest you is.

surplus food:

Call the Poverty Rights Office
BEFORE your gas or electricity
gets turned off. It's hard to get
utilities turned back on...but
not quite as hard to keep them
from being rurned off, if you

1. Take your children to a pub-
lic health clinic for regular check-
ups. The puk¥ic health nurses can
certily anyone in a regular clinic
for the food.

OR make some kind of payment
2. Go to the Maternity and In- arrangements. Call us at
fant Project at Grady Hospital if 523-2856.

you are pregnant. The nurses
there can certify you for the feod.
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IF YOU MOVE, be sure to call and tell us your new address.

Tell your friends and neighbors about the newspaper, too.
Have them send their names and addresses to:
1017 Capitol Ave., SW, Atlanta, 30315, or call 523-2856.




HELI0, EVERYONE!

This is your WRQC chairman
speaking, first giving thanks
to God for his blessings.

We have been in this struggle
for a long time but we cannot
stop now. We have come too far
to turn back now, We nmust stop
fightineg among ourselves and
start fighting the system down-
town so that our children will
have a hetter life to live,

We must have a decent life
and adeguate income for our
children to survive,

For too long our children
have suffered the evils of
slum housing and poorly run
schools., We must stop thinking
about ourselves and start think-
ing about our children.

The Children's March for
Survival was a great success,
Two busloads of wlefare mothers
snd children went from Emmaus
Hougse to Washinszton.

You see, we are pPoor people
fieghting for things our children
are entitled to, We don't want
what the rich man has got., We

just want what is rightfully ours.

We are welfare mothers, but we
are SOMERBODY! And we DO have
power: ‘

Rread and justic for all ofus!

Yours in the strugrle,
Mrs, Bthel 1, Mathews

Georgla
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WELFARE DEPARTMENT

CRACKING _DOWN

The Welfare Department is cracking
downt on welfare mothers. They are
trying to get mothers to go to work.

They are saying that mothers whose
youngest child is over three must get
jobs, unless they are in poor hesglth
or needed in the home to care for &
gick person.

The welfare department is saying
that they have the right to see proof
that mothers have been trying to get
jobs. They want to see slips show-
ing that you have been to people to
try to get a job., If you don!t coop-
erate, they say they can cut off
your welfare,

We think the Welfare Depart-
ment is wrong, We also think
what they are doing may be illeg-
gl., We are trying to get this
changed.

In the meantime, if your case-
worker tries to cut off your
check, or if he threatens to cut
it off, call us st 523-2856,

We will try to help.

C N O S O S ol L 1

Are you plaming to move?
Don't forget to give us your new
address. Call us at 523-2856.
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WHAT IS THE PQVERTY RIGHTS OFFICE?

The Poverty Rights Office is rup
by the POCR PECPLE'S NEWSPAPER. We
sre directed by the National Welfarse
Rights Organization. Our job is to
make agencles like the Welfare De-
partment listen to you.

Sometimes we get a lot of calls
at one time, Scmetimes we are
very busy and camnot help you
right awsy. When this happens,
call us back. Our nurber is
523~2856. We will help you gs
soon as we can.




ATTANTA WRO SUPPCORTS CHILDREN'S MARCH IN WASHINGTONW, D.C.

Peonle on welfare don't like and parents gathered in Washing-
Nixon's new welfare prosram. ton, D.C. They told Nixon his
They know that the program isg Famlly .ASSlStanCe Plan (FAP)
no good for them. On Saturday, Wwas unjust for people on welfare,

Mareh 31, 50,000 welfare children
l Pt The march was sponsored by

the National Welfare Rights
Orzanization (NWRO) . Many
CHISHOLM IS PECPLE'S CHOICE other groups supported it.
I GEORZIA'S STH DISTRICT ) "

Three Atlanta welfare rights
groups raised money to send two
busloads of children and parents
to Washington. The groups were
led by Mrs. Ethel M, HMathews,
lirs. Verna Collins and [irs.

Eva B, Davis. Other WRO groups
from California to New York
also were there,

Can your vote count?
You het it can!

Jugt look at the results of
the March 11 election for
delecates to the NDemocratic
Convention.

The Children's March moved
from the Washington #Monument
past the White House. The
people waved baloons and signs
saying "Nixon doesn't care"
and "$6500 or fight."

Teorgia had a true "open"
election this year. Before,
the governor used to appoint
varty delegates,

Thig year, all party mem-
bers got to choose, And they
really made their voices heardg! Back at the Monument there
were puppet shows and free
medical c¢linics for the children.
Entertainers like James Brown
and Riehard Rountree, star of
"Shaft," were there, Speakers
included Mrs. Coretta King,
Rev., Ralph Abernathy, and
Rev. Jesse Jackson. Rev.
Jackson really moved the crowd
with the chant of "I am
SOMEBODY..s1 may be Black
but I am SOVMEBODY...I may he
poor but I am SOMERODY,"
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A zood number to remember:

5232856
Poverty Rights O0ffice
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A major victory for the
people was the 5th district.
This district includes mainly
Atlanta, The people elected
3 delesates and 3 alternates
all committed to SHIRLEY
CHISHOLM for President.

Chisholm delegates also won
three other posts in the state.

What does all this mean? It
means that YO!' have real power.,
Tt means peopnle like YCU
decided how this city's delezates
will vote for President. It
means THE PEOPLE WILL BE HEARD.

THE PEOPLE CARRY QUT
SUCCESSFUL RENT STRIKE
AT BEAST LAKE MEADOWS

The UInited Concerned Citizens
and the Welfare Riechts Organiza-
tion at East Lake Meadows are
working tomether. They comhined
forces to make the Atlanta
Housing Authority (AHA)} listen
to them.,

The tenants at East Lake
Meadows tried for many months
to zet some changes at their
project. They wanted grass,

a washeteria, fenced in utility
rooms, more street lights and
manv other thinegs. PRBut nobody
would listen to them.

Finally, the tenants picketed
the management office., lMrs.
Eva B, Davis led the zroup.
They agsked to speak to Lester
Purcells, head of AHA., He
still refused to talk to them.

Then, on February lst, 285
tenants refused to pay their
rent, In three days, ir.
Purcells came out to meet with
them., He agreed to do something
about their list of 26 demands.,
He agreed to meet all their
demands by May Ath.

The tenants at East Lake
Meadows are tozether. They
plan to stay tozether to get
the things they need in their
housing project.

53R AE R e SRR AT IR AR I SRR 2 SRR

Put a big red circle
around this dates June 15.

That's the last day you
can register to vote for the
party primary elections.

September 18 is the last
day to register for the o=~
vember general election.

Rezister soon. And vote,
You CAN make a difference,
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HOUSING PROJZCT PROBLEMS?
DEMAND A HEARING!!!

Hag your project manager
failed to act on something
you have requested? Has your
manazer dones somethineg unfalr
to you?

There IS something vou can
do. You can apply for a hearin

This is what to dor First,
send a written notice to the
manazer of vour project. Ask
for a hearine before the tenant
erievance committee. The
Yousing Authority will send
you a notice telling you when
the hearine is., You may take
someone with yvou -- a lawyer
or a friend.

If you have any problems,
call us at 523-2856A.

Do you know anyone who'd like a FREE subscription to the

POOR PEOPLE'S NEWSPFAPER?
nerson'’s name and address.

Call us at 523=2856,
We'll send a paper next month.

Give us the




HI THERE, WELFARE :OTHERS!

This is your WRO chair-
man giving honor to God and
thanking him for his bless-
ing. I hope you understand
why I thank God first., It
is because he means so much
to me, He gives me the
strength I need to do the
work I am trying to do.
Sometimes, it is not easy
and the task gets heavier
and heavier,

We mus unite ourselves
together and get the job
done. This job is not a
one~woman Jjob and it is
not a one-man job., So we

must understand that it is -

all our job together,

So let us stop fighting
with one another and start
fighting for one another.

We must not let jealousy
and envy and hate destroy
our cause and the things
we believe in. From now
on, we must think about our
children and the life they
must live because we are
POOr.

But we don't have to he
ashamed because we are on
welfare because we are
SOMEEODY and we do have
power -- Poor Peoples'
Powar,

Yours in the struggle,

MRS, ETHEL I, FATTHEWS
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TROUBLE CASHING YOUR WELFARE CHECK? TRY THESE TWO BANKS

If you get welfare, you
probably have trouble
cashing your welfare check,

lany places will not
cash welfare checks at all.
Even if you get a grocery
store to do it, the store
usually charges a lot.

The cheapest place to
cash a check is a bank.
But gometimes, a bank won't
cash your checks, either.

fach bank says it will
cash checks for anybody
who has a regular account
at the bank. They all say
they will cash checks for
anybody who has vproper
identification. ‘

Two banks have special
rules for cashing welfare
checks:

1 C & 5 will cash
checks 1f you have an
account there. You can
open a savings account
there with $1.00. After
you open your savings ac-
count, be sure to take
your savings book with

you when you go to cash
your welfare check.

2. Fulton MNational
will cash your check if

you have two pieces of ident-

ification with your sig-
nature. One way to get
such a plece of identifica-
tion is to sign a piece

of paper with your name,
Have your caseworker write
a note saying it is your
signature. Have her sign
the note with her name

and title.,

Other kinds of ident-
ification could be a
driver's license or a
Social Security card.

Be sure to zo to the
same bank each time you
want to cash your check.

These rules may seem
like trouble, But it's
the cheapest way to cash
vour check.

Call us at 523-5826 if
you have any questions or
any problems,




Spotlight Ol sasssnesenssnse

[iS. EVA BELLE DAVI3

Things are happening at
East Lake lleadows. Ulis Eva
Belle Davis is one of the
people who is making things
happen. She is President
of the combined Welfare .
Rights Organization (WRO)

and Wnlted Concerned Citi-
zens of East Lake lieadows.

¥s. Davis 1s a tenant at
Bagst Lake Meadows., She is
a welfare mother with 7
children and 1 grandchild.
She %akes care of her
children and her house.
But she still has time to
work with her neighbors.
Ms, Davis says, "I wish I
had someone to take care
of mv 2 babies so I could
do more work in the coms=
munity.

Ms. Davig wants poor
veople to trust each other
and to work together. She
says, "I will mop floors
or march in the streets.
Whatever will help poor
people is what I want to
dOI"

liss Davis and other East
Lake tenants first got to-
gether er November 18,
1971, They worked for
months to get Atlanta
Housing Authority to
listen to them. Now,
Legter Purcells, AHA

director, comes to many of
the WRQ-UCC meetings,

The East Lake WRO~-UCC
is getting many other or-
ganizations to listen to
them, They are educating
the police to poor peoples’
problems., They know about
welfare rules, so they can
gatand up to welfare workers,

The East Lake lieadows
organization has made de-
mands on the State High-
way Department, E.O.A.,
City rall and the Recre-
ation Department. All
these agencies are listen-
ing. Ms., Davis says,
"We are not going to let
thegse agegncies put poor
people down any longer.,"

How, lis, Davig and the
WR0-UCC are working to get
recreation for chldren and
adults. They are working
to get jobs for East Lake
Meadows tenants with
businesses in their area,
They are starting a
clean=-up campalgn in their
project.

Yes, things are happening
at East Lake ieadows. kis.
Davis and the WRO-UCC are
making things happen! We
sayaCDN(RA”ULATIOhS"'

LM L T L L
NOTICE!

Do you have a child be-
tween 16 and 13 who is not
in schoolf®

If so, you can now =zet
welfare support for tnat
Child .

A new welfare ruling
provides this., You must
re-apply for this additional
welfare.

Call us at 523-2356 if
vou have any nroblens.
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HOLY FAMILY WORKERS
WIN STRIKE SETTLEREUT

"The Holy Family Hospital
victory should sav to the
nowey structure of Atlanta
that poor people won't
take i1t any more."

That's the way Hosea
illiams of the SCIC
summed it up. YHe sup-
ported iHoly Family workers
in their two-month strike.,

The strike ended iiay 1.

It began eight weeks before.
Workers went on strike

after the hospital re-
fused to allow their
union.,

Striking workers went

for weeks without salary.
It was a struggle., 3But
they believed in their
cause.,

But it took violence to
make the hospital adminis-
tration listen. ‘[wo inen
were shot on the night of
April 27. The men were in
a tent get up by strikers.

The men were not killed.
But the threat of more
violence changed the zame.

Andrew Younz of the CRC
stepped in. Ie got both
sides together, He helped
zet a falr settlement for
the hosnital workers The
hospital administration
listened thisg time.

Phe hospital agreed to:

==re~hire all striking
workers, )
==drop charges acainst
them, and

==abide by the workers'
election of a new grievance
committee on June 5.

About two weeks after
the settlement, police were
looking for Lee Wichols,
Holy Family administrator.
They charged him with the
shooting of the two men
on April 27,

o . . . ; ah g .
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Poverty Rights Office

nunber isiy 523-2555.
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HELLO EVERYBODY!

This is your WRO chair-
man giving honor to God for
his knowledge and under-
gtanding that he has given
me to work for poor people
like myself. Although the
task gets harder and harder
and our burdens get heavier
and heavier to carry, we
cannot let this stop us,
because we are all fighting
for a just cause for all
poor people regardless of
race, creed or color.

If you are a welfare re-
cipient or a poor working
person, come and join with

us so that our children will

have a better way of life
than we had,

You don't have to be
afraid to join with us.
Your check will not be cut
off. Don't let your case-
worker scare you. You have
the right to join any or-
ganization you want to, so
come and join with us and
learn your rights because
you do have rights -- poor
peoples' rishts and poor
peoples' power,

Our meetings are every
second and fourth Wednesday,
Come and be with us. Power
to the people!

Yours in the struggle,
MRS, ETHEL M, MATHEWS

wm POOR PEOPLE'S [
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NEW RULE ON WORK EXPENSES MAY HELP YOU

Do you work and get
welfare?

You should know about
gsome hew rules, The rules
are about work expenses.

In the past, the Welfare
Department fisured everybody
working had to spend about
$35.00 a month for work
expenses,

Now, the Welfare Depart-
ment wants to know exactly
what your expenses are,

You may be able to get
more than $35.00 a month.
But you must keep records
of all your expenses, The
more things you can deduct,
the more your welfare check
will be,

Keep records of thess
kinds of expensess

1, Required payroll de=
ductions =~ money taken
out of your check like
taxes, soclal security,
union dues, insurance,

2. Iuncheg ~« the amount you
gpend for lunch is deduct-
ible, whether you buy a
lunch or bring it from home,

3.Trangportation -- your bus
fare is deductible, So is
money you pay to someone to
drive you, If you drive a
car to work, deduct 10¢ a
mile,

4, Special equipment --
You can deduct things like
any special tools you need,
a license, uniforms, or
special shoes.

5+ Child care -~ You can de=-
duct money you pay for child
care or for care of a sick
pergon in your home,

Any questiong? Call us at
523-2856,
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IMPORTANT!

Protect your child against
olic this summer, Pollo
vaccine is FREE to children
under 10. Get it at your

nearest health center,




Spotlight on:
DOROTHY BOLTON

National Domestic Workers Unlon

Maids are joining together
to make their voices heard,

Mrs., Dorothy Bolton is
helping maids band together
through the national Domes-
tie Workers Union. Mrs,.
Bolton started the union's
Atlanta chapter in 1968,
She had been a maid for

New Center Cares for Kids
Whila You Wait at Grady

Waiting at Grady is never
any fun.

It's worse if you have
kids. They get tired and
restless., They get hungry.
They act up. It makes the
waiting harder.

This month the walting
will get a little easier.

Grady will open the country's

first day care center for
children of out-patients.

The center will be at
the basement of Hirsch
Hall at the cormner of Coca
Cola Place and Pratt St.
Hours will be 7i30 am %o
5 pm daily.

The center can take
about 60 children at a
time, Plans are for a
program with art, music,
and toys.

40 years and understood the
problems of the job. She
believed maids would join
together in a union to
make things happen.

One thing the union does
is to help the members
find jobs., The union brings
together employers and
maids. But the employer
must agree to pay the maids
a minimum of $15.00 a day.

Mrs. Bolton worked hard
to start a homemaking
skills program. She hopes
to expand the program to
take in more people,

Mrs. Bolton is the force
behind the union. She
worked hard to mkke it
grow. The union welcomes
new members, There ares
no dues,

If you are interested

ecall Mrs. Bolton at 523-5800.
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The POOR PEOPLES
NEWSPAPER will skip an
igsue next month. The
next paper you get will
be the September issue.

Let ug know your new
address if you move, Call

us at 523-2856.
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DECENT HOUSING AND TENANTS' RIGHTS UNDER LAW

Believe it or not, ten-
ants have rights!

If you rent an apart-
ment or house, you need to
know about your rights,
The law guarantees these
rights:

-=You have the right to
privacy from your landlord.
He cannot come into your
house unless you invite
him. He cannot come arcund
hassling you for rent, He
cannot have your utilities
cut off if your rent is
late. He cannot touch any
of your belongings. If he
does any of these things,
you can take him to court.

-~You have a right to ex=
pect your landlord to obey
laws about rent. If he
wants to ralse your rent,
he must give you 60 days
notice, unless you have a
lease., If you have a
lease, he cannot raise the
rent until the lease is up,

== You have a right to ex-
pect your landlord to obey
the law about evictions.
He must give you 60 days
notice if he wants you to
leave ~- unless you have

a lease, If you are being
evicted because you haven't
paid the rent, your land-
lord cannot move you our
himself. He must have you
served with a warrant., And

after you are served, a
marshall must move you
out. The landlord cannot
force you out until the
marshall comes,

Please call us at
523-2856 if you have any
questions or problems,

WHAT THE CODE SAYS

One of the biggest
rights you have as a
tenant is the basic right
to decent housing,

The law says all housing
must meet certain standards
These standards for decent
hogsing are in the housing
code,

The code says all houses
must have these things:

1. Locks on front and
back doors,

2, Hot and cold running
water,

3« Toilet, sink and
shower in good condition,

4,Two electrical outlets
in each room,

5. Overhead lights in
hall and bathroom,

6. Screens on each door
and window,

7« A roof that doesn't
leak and walls with no hole:

8. Floors with no holes,
breaks, or cracks, and

9+ Steps in safe con-
dition,




HELLO EVERYBODY!

. Inis is your WRO Chairman.
First, I will give thanks to
7od for his blessings,

It has been some time since
I chatted with you. I have
missed you very much. I went
to the Democratic convention
and carried our poor peoples
nlatform. They voted down the
demands for #6500 a year for
a family of four. Put we are
8till going to fienht for it.
wWe have come too far to stop
now, We must let Lir. ilhouse
Nixon know that we won't be de-
feated and that we will keep
on figzhting until the victory
is won., We will fight for
an adequate income, better
housing, better health care,
and jobs for poor peonle,
Poor people are entitled to !
the good things in life. The
only way we can get what is
rizhtfully ours is to stand up
and demand that our voices be
heard. We must come together
and close the gap that sep-
arates us from cone another,
We must understand and not
forget that no one is free
until everybody is free. \

Fower to all poor people!
Bread and justice!

Yours in the struggle,
#R3. ETHEL k. HATHEWS

-
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GEORGIA TENANTS ASSOCIATION FIGHTS FOR DECLNT HOUSING

"We want to get everybody

involvedgt®

That is what Krs. Louise
Whatley of the Georgia
Tenants Association told the
Poor Peoples Newspaper,

GTA is involved in improving
conditions in public housing.
On July 20, GTA presented a list
of grievances to the Board of
Commissioners of the Atlanta

Housing Authority.

The three main grievances
weret (1) that the Board go
on record supporting tenant
representation on the Board;
(2) that the Board set the
same rent for temporary em-
ployees as for permanent
employees; and (3) that the
Board resign.

GTA also has urged people

who have legitimate complaints

about repairs or bad conditions
to witthold their rent. Le-
gitimate complaints are things
like rats and roaches, leaky
roof, and the like, If you
have problems like these,

you should call Legal Aid
lawyers Antonio Thomas or
Floyd Hale at 758-2914,. 'They
can give you advice on whether
you can withhold your rent.

EEHE R B R

Have you had a hagsle re-
cently with an azency or
store or company?

Often, the Poveriy Rights
Office can help you.

We can help better if we
know the name of the person
you talked with - in person
or over the phone.

So, get the name -- and call
us at 523-2856 if you need help.

Don't forget: September 18 is the deadline for registering
to vote for the Hovember general election. Register NOWI!!




Spotlight ont

JAMES AND SALLY DAY
(tlake-believenames of a real couple
who fought the system!l!

James and Sally Day are
plain people -- like you and
me. They have grown children
who are married. James and
Sally are getting old.

¥r, Day has bone TB. He
has to wear a leg brace. He
has heart trouble. Irs, Day
has diabetes and heart trouble.
They have plenty of doctor and
medicine bills,

And they have a fight with
the welfare department.

Yir. and Mrs, Day can't work
any more., They are too old and
too sick. They have some in-
come from Social Security.

They had some income from wel-
fare which helped them with
medical bills because of the
Medicaid.

Then, in June 1971, James
Day's welfare check was cut
off because of a small rise in
his Social Security check. His
welfare worker told him,
"There's nothing that could
be done."

The Days didn't believe this
was right. They called the Pov-
erty Rights Office. Together,
they found out that hoth
James AND Sally should be get-
tine a welfare check.

After a long struggle, [ir.

Day started getting his welfare
check again, But Mrs. Day

had more stuggling to do.

She had to get a lawyer and
have a hearing. [Now she

is getting her check. But

she is still working with

a lawyer to get the back

money she is entitled to.

lirs. Day said,"I'm too
sick to keep thisg up much
longer.” Still, she keeps
on fighting. She and MNr.
Day were determined to make
the welfare department do
right!

BREARFHLLEERE BEWARE OF DOOR~TO~DOOR . SAIESHITN #4883 333030 6t

{

Beware the friendly door-
to-door salesman!

He may be trying to cheat
you. He may be trying to pass
off bad merchandise.

Two kinds of salesmen to
watch out for are those who
sell home improvements and
those who sell high-priced
merchandise like vacuum
cleaners, pots and pans,
wiecs and the like.

Home improvement salesmen
often try to cheat you. They
say they want to sell you
roofing or siding. Then

| DO NOT LET FTHANCE CONPANIES PUSH YOU AROUND - PROTECT YOURSEL-l

Finance companies are hard
on poor people. They charge
you a lot to borrow money.

If you are late with your
payments, they call you and
bother you. Sometimes, it
seems like you can never
catch up., Sometimes, they
aven break the law.

They charge you fees that
are illegal. Or they make
your payments last too long.
Or they get you fired by
hassling you on the job. Or
they call you at home and
worry your-family. A lot of
times they get away with
this kind of stuff. Don't
let them! Don't let finance

companies push you arcund.
Here are some ways you can
protect yourself from them:

1. HNever sign a contract
with blank spaces,

2. Keep a copy of your con -
tract. Do not lose this copy.

3. If you are threatened
with a lawsuit, DO NOT IGHORE
THE LAWSUIT. GO IMMEDIATELY
TO LEGAL AID. Take the con-
tract with you. Legal Aid
can tell you the best thing
to do about the lawsuit.

Any questions? Call us
at 523-2856 for help.

they tell you they are

kaming you a loan to help pay
for it. They will ask you to
sign a paper for the loan.
But what you are really doing
is signing a mortgage to

your house! If you are late
on a payment, they can take
your home!

Remember, you have 72 hours
to change your mind if you
sign a contract giving a
mortgage on your home.
"cooling off period” is
required by law,

This

You need to write the sales-
man a registered letter at his
business address if you change
your mind. This letter is
proof that you changed your
mind . within 72 hours,

You also have a "cooling
off period" when you buy
regular mercahndise like
vacuum cleaners or pots and
pans, You have 24 hours to
change your mind 1f you sign
a contract for this kind of
merchandise.

A good idea in both cases
ig just not to sign a contract
from a door-to~door salesman
in a big hurry., Call the
Better Business Bureau to see
if the company is okay. Then
take the contract to Legal
Aid. Lawyers at Legal Aid
can give you good advice about
the contract. They can tell
you if you're really signing
a mortgage on your home.




HELLO THERE...

How is everybody?
This is your WRO chairman
apeaking to you. First, I
will give my thanks to God
who has been good to me.
He has given me love,
strength and understanding
to work with poor peonnles
like myself.

We are poor peoples be-
cause welfare was not de-
gigned to help the poor,

It was designed to save mon-
ey for the states. We have
been cheated out of every-
thing our forefathers left
us. We are the last to be
hired and the first to be
fired. So you see, it 1is
very immortant thst we

stick together and fight
together for the things

that we are entitled to..

We can do it if we try, be=-
cause together we will stand
divided we will fall. Al-
though we are poor, we have
the power, I am talking
about peoples power.

Let us not forget Nov.
7th, eélection day. It will
pley a big role in our
lives in the new year., We
have a choice between Nixon
and McGovern. If we are
democrats, let's be demo-
crats all the way. Let's
all of us voor peovles
vunch No, 2 and No, 16 on
the ballot Wov. 7th. ULet's

all §o to the polls and VOTE.

ours in the struggle,
Ms. Ethel M, Mathews
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FIND GOOD VALUE IN USED CLOTHES
AT THRIFT SHOPS AROUND TOWN

School are colder weather
are here already. Thsat means
extra clothes,

You can get good value at
used clothing stores, Somae-
times they are called thrift
shops. The list below in-
¢ludes stores which offer
used clothes free or at low
cost,

Christian Council Clothing
Cloget at 107 Walton S<t.
offera free clothes
for all members of the fam-
ilys They also have some
household items like laun-
dry scap. No letter of re.
ferral is necessary. Call
ahead to make sure they
have what you needs call
523=-7533, Hours are 9 - 11130
and 1130 to 4 each weekday,

Baptist Clothes Closet at
the Atlanta Baptist Associ-
ation Center at 660 Capi-

tol Ave, SW has free clothes
too, but you must be referred
by a caseworker, nurse, or
doctor. Hours are 8:30 to

2 wee .
%s 522_&%%5. The number

First Baptist Church also
gives free cliothes but your
caseworker must refer you,
Address is 754 Peachtree and
number is 522-4251,

St. Vincent De Paul at 444
Edgewood Ave, NE also gives
free clothes with your case-
worker's referral. Hours
are 9§ to 6 Tuesday-Saturday,

Egiifz Shop run by the
anta Section, National
Council of Jewlsh Women
has good clothes at low
prices. Address is 419
Peachtree, Hours are

10 - 4130 Monday-Saturday,

Nearly New.Shop run by the

Junior League at 421 Peach-
tree is open Monday-Satur-
day. They also have good
clothes at low cost,

e e e el e e o
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Don't miss your big
chance on November!.. Please
remember to.V 0 T E. Polls
are open from 7 to 7.

bbbt oot bt pebede oot
AR A

B



B il
¥

ik - SP

Public housing is a mess! .

Most tenants just put up
with it, But some people
are trying to change things,
One of these people is Ms,
Louige Whatley.

Ms, Whatley knows how bad
it is to raise 2 children in
a project, She has lived in
Carver Homee for 17 years,
During all those years she
has worked hard to make
things better for the ten-
ants, She has served in
tenants' assoclations, She
has even been on the Advis-
ory Council to the Atlanta
Housing Authority. But one
day a man from the Housing
Authority told her, "We
don't have to pay attention
to you tenants.,"” She knew
then that the Housing Author-
ity would never do right un-
less the tenants made them,

Now Ms, Whatley is help-
ing to lead a rent strike
against the Housing Author-
ity. She says, "The Housing
Authority will not make re-~
pairs, We should not have
to pay our rent and keep our
part of the lease unless
they do what they are sup-
posed to do.”

Several tenants' assocla-
tions have voted to support
the strike. And many indivi-
duals in the projects are
not paying their rent to the
Housing Authority. They have

ISE WHATLEY

a Legal Ald lawyer to help
them pay thelir rent into
court,

Ms., Whatley says, "You
should not be scared by your
manager or your welfare work-
er, If your apartment is not
kept up and you have the mon-
ey to pay into gourt, noth-
Iﬁg can happen to you," She
says, "The rent strike will
work if we all stick together."

Any questions? Call us at
523-2856, Or call Ms,
Whatley at 622-6998,

YT IR AT YRR S S e L Ll st Ll ksl gl

CAN POOR PEOPLE MAKE RICH
EMPLOYERS LISTEN TO THEM?

Black workers at Mead
Corp, have been on strike
since Aug, 18, They were
not supported by their
union, They were harassed
or beaten or arrested, But
they kept on asking for
these things: 1, Better
working conditions for all
workers, black and white,
male and female, and,

2. Grievance committees to
hear about discrimination
and other employee complaints,

The strike was settled on
Oct, 6, The main demands of
the strikers were met,

These employees fought for
their rights - and won!!
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HELP FIGHT GEORGIA POWER COMPANY'S RATE INCREASE >

Are you ready for a bigger

électricity bill?

Well, ready or not, here
it comes -~-- maybe.

The Georgia Power Com~
pany has asked the Public
Service Commission (PSC) to
approve a rate increase, If
the PSC says "yes," your
power bill -- already too
high -~ will go up even more,

Is anybody doing any-
thing about this? Is any~
one fighting back?

One group is. The Georgia
Power Project is fighting
back, They say the Power
Company doesn't need the rate
increase -~ it just wants '
bigger profitsl

~ The Georgla Power Project
ig fighting back, So can
youl Here are two things
you can doi

%, Testify againgt the rate
nerease at the PSC hearings.
WHEN:s November 8,9, and

10 from 10 to 5,
WHEREs 244 Washington St.
SW (across from city hall),
HOWr It's easy, Just go
to the hearings and raise your
hand, You'll be allowed to
speak then or soon after,
Just tell how you feel about
the rate increase, Tell how

it will make it harder for

you to get along, Tell it
in your own words,

2 et in touch with the
officials Call the of-
ficials below. Your opin-

ion will get to them even
if you don't get to speak
to them personally, Call:
-==Ed Hatch, president of
Georgia Power, 521-3400,
~~=-Ben Wiggins of the Pub-
1ic Bervice Commission at-
656=4501,

Any questions? Call
Bob Hall at the Georgia

Power Project: 523-6078,

NEW LAW SAYS
HOSPITALS MUST
DO MORE FOR
POOR PEOPLE

Have you ever been turned
away from a hospital be-
cause you were poor?

A new law says that's a
bad scene, The law says
most hospitals must treat a
certain number of poor
people,

If you have ever been
turned away from a hospital
because you were "too poor,"
call us at 523-2856, Maybe
we can help you get the hos-
pitals to do right,. Let us
hear from you about thig,

\
1




HELLO EVERYBODYes s

It gives me great pleasure
to take a few minutes out to
chat with yeu, First I thank
God for being se gooed te us
down through this year. We
have had some ups and downs,
good days and had days, but
with God's help we will
stand.

We have heen together for
a long time and we are one
big family. Although our
burdens get heavier, we must
carry on. We have come tco
far to turn back now. We
can be proud of ourselves be-
cause we have accomplished
some of the things we wanted
to do. We have proven te the
system that as poor peoples,
we do have a right as all
other American citizens have.

We have worked hard but we
8till have much more to do.
We want YOU te Jjoin us. We
need your suppert. If yeu
are a welfare mether, don't
be ashamed to stand tall,
walk proud and let your voice
be heard, As your chailrman,
I pray that Ged will bless
all ef us that we may have
a Merry Xmas and a happy
" New Year.

Power to all poor peoples!
Yours in the strugele,
Ms. Ethel M, Mathews
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AGENCIES HELP YOU FIND TOYS FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS

How can yeu have any
Christmas if you're on wel-
fare or have ne meney to
spend fer your kids?

Here are some agencles

S.W.
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COURT ORDERS
ATLANTA SCHOOLS
TO INTEGRATE

Change happens in many ways.
Sometimes a new law changes
things. GSometimes a court
order brings change.

Some of the most important
changes in civil rights have
come frem the courts.

The biggest change came 18
years age. In 1954, the U.S.
Supreme Court said segregation
in scheels was a bad thing.
The Court said that "separate
but equal” schools just plain
weren't equal., The Ceurt or-

dered public schools te in-
tegrate.

But 18 years later, many
schools all over the country

(continued on page 3 .....)

which will try to help ysu
at Christnmas, .

If you're en welfare,
your children from 2 to 12
years can get toys from the
Emptey Stocking Fund, You
also may be able to get Toed
if you need it, Call your
caseworker for details,

If you do not get a wel-~
fare check, the Salvation
Army may be able to help
you anyway. They are pro~
viding toys fer children
under 13 and feed. They are
taking applications frem
De%em?cr 1 ; 14 only. De
net miss this deadline!™
Go te the Salvatlen Army at
4s2 Spring St, from 9 te 4
any weekday.

These other agencies alse
may help yeu find teys and
food fer the helidays:

Your nearest E.O0.A, center
St. Vincent de Paul
Community Ceuncil
Christian Ceuncil

Any questions? Call us
at 523-2856,




SPOTI_J;EHT ON seseneesness MSe Juanita Borden

Eight years ago, the area
around Bass High School was
a bad place to live. Winos
and drug addicts were every~
‘where, People worried about
théir children. They were
afraid to go outside their
houses at night.

Most people did not want
to live that way. But they
didn't know what to do about
it. Then, 5 years ago 30
people got together.  They
said, "We don't have to put
up with this. We can change
the neighborhood If we want
to." They formed the Bass
Organization for Neighborhood
Devélopment (BOND),

Since then, alot has hap-
pened, Now the nelghborhood
is & good place. There is a
neighborhood newspaper, writ-
ten by residents. There is
a neighborhood school, run by
people who live in the comm-
unitys, There is a day care
center ready to open. And
there is a erisis center
where people in the community

help each other.

One of the people working
in the ecrisis center is Ms,
Juanita Borden. Ma. Borden
is poor. She and her family
moved into the neighborhood
because rents were cheap.
But after she moved in, she
say trouble everywhere.

She wanted to help.

Firts, Ms. Borden worked
for EOA, But, she says, "EOA
did not want to do things the
people's way. They did not
give us the help we needed."

Then BEOA decided to move
out of the neighborhood. That
was enough for Ms. Borden and
BOND. Ms. Borden quit working
for EOA. She and BOND opened
their own center. Ms. Borden
is director. She gets NO pay.
The center is totally run by
people from the community.

The BOND crisis center doea
many things. They help people
raise rent money. They help
find foodzand jobs. They have
helped bring lawsuits against
slumlords. They help people
in jail.

Ms. Broden says, "Anybody
can do what we have done.
You don't have to be educated
or righ. It only takes a few
people who really care about
an issue to change things.
Just make up your mind what
you want and decide you won't
rest until you get it."

She adds, "People have to
care about each other. And
they have to be willing to
learn from each other. Our
work here has helped us do
that."

What do you think of the
newspaper? Call 523-2856.

MEDANIEL--GLENN HOUSING PROJECT IS A MESS!!!

McDaniel=-Glenn apartments
are a bad place to livel

The apartments are enly
five years old, Already
they are run-dewn and ugly.
Some people have trouble with
their plumbing. Some people
have trouble with their walls.
Many apartments had rats be-
fore the people ever moved
in, Five years later, they
8till have rats,

McDaniel-Glenn is a bad
place for children! No grass
grows in most areas of the
groject. Instead, the greound

8 covered with broken glass
and rusty cans, There's net
much equipment in the twe
playgrounds.

Crime is big at McDaniel-~
Glenn, too., Apartments are
breken inte a let. Some
tenants say there are liguor
houses all through the pro-
jects They say this causes
a let of crime, In some
areas of the project there
are no street lights, seo peo-
ple are afrald to go out at
night. But nething much
gets done abaut all this.
There are no burglar bars en
doors er windews, Lights in
front of many apartments
don't work. Sometimes, it
takes the pelice hours te
get there after a tenant
calls,

Tenants in public heusing

should not have to live like
this? Management should do
its job. It should --clean
up the liquor houses in the
project --make nmeded repairs
--maintain playgrounds and
plant grass --get the police
to come to the project -~-put
up the burglar bars it pro-
migsed months ago.

The Tenants Association
should stand up for the ten~
ants and spend some of 1ts
money on improvements,

What can you do? Join the
Tenants Assoclation. Make it
do right. It meets the 2nd
Wednesday every month,

Any questions? Call us
at 523-2856,

COURT ORDERS INTEGRATION
continued from page 1)

are s8till segregated. Many
people feel this is a bad
deal for all children.

Earlter this fall, the 5th
District Court of Appeals
said Atlanta schools must do
more to integrate. It gave
the Board of Education until
Nov. 27 to put a new integra-
tion plan to work. This arti-
cle was written before Nov,
27, 80 we don't know the
School Board's final plan.

We will say more about thisg
in next month's newspaper,
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